IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF [county] COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

v.	[case number]
Hon. [name]

[name-all caps],

		Defendant.


DEFENDANT’S INSTRUCTION NO. ____
	The defendant in a criminal case has an absolute right under our Constitution not to testify. The fact the defendant did not testify must not be discussed or considered by you in any way when deliberating and arriving at your verdict. No inference of any kind may be drawn from the fact that the defendant decided to exercise [his] [her] privilege under the Constitution and did not testify. As stated before, the law never imposes upon a defendant in a criminal case the burden or duty of calling any witnesses or of producing any evidence.
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GIVEN:________________
REFUSED:_____________
MODIFIED:____________
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