IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF [county] COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

v.	[case number]
Hon. [name]

[name-all caps],

		Defendant.


DEFENDANT’S INSTRUCTION NO. ____
	Now that you have heard all the evidence that is to be received in this trial [and each of the arguments of counsel] [before the arguments of counsel], it is my duty to give you the final instructions of the Court as to the law that is applicable to this case. You should use these instructions to guide you in your decisions.
	All  the instructions of law given to you by the Court—those given to you at the beginning of the trial, those given to you during the trial, and these final instructions—must guide and govern your deliberations.
	It is your duty as jurors to follow the law as stated in all the instructions of the Court and to apply these rules of law to the facts as you find them to be from the evidence received during the trial.
	Counsel [have quite properly referred] [may quite properly refer] to some of the applicable rules of law in their closing arguments to you. If, however, any difference appears to you between the law as stated by counsel and that as stated by the Court in these instructions, you are to be governed by the instructions the Court has given you.
	You are not to single out any one instruction alone as stating the law, but must consider the instructions as a whole in reaching your decisions.
	Neither are you to be concerned with the wisdom of any rule of law stated by the Court. Regardless of any opinion you may have as to what the law ought to be, it would be a violation of your sworn duty to base any part of your verdict upon any other view or opinion of the law than that given in these instructions, just as it would be a violation of your sworn duty, as the judges of the facts, to base your verdict upon anything but the evidence received in the case. You were chosen as jurors for this trial in order to evaluate all the evidence received and to decide each of the factual questions presented by the allegations brought by the State in the indictment and the defendant[’s] [s’] plea(s) of not guilty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In resolving the issues presented to you for decision in this trial, you must not be persuaded by bias, prejudice, or sympathy for or against any party to this case or by any public opinion. Justice—through trial by jury—depends on the willingness of each individual juror to seek the truth from the same evidence presented to all the jurors here in the courtroom and to arrive at a verdict by applying the same rules of law as are now being given to each of you in these instructions.
GIVEN:________________
REFUSED:_____________
MODIFIED:____________

							____________________________________
									    JUDGE

